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The Islamic Republic of Iran: Political Prisoners at Imminent
Risk of Execution

We express profound alarm at the escalating campaign of politically motivated executions in
the Islamic Republic of Iran. These acts constitute a grave and systematic assault on human
rights, designed to suppress dissent, silence opposition, and entrench a climate of fear.

The persistent culture of impunity, rooted in decades of unaddressed atrocities, continues to
embolden the Iranian authorities to perpetrate gross violations of international human rights
law. We believe the United Nations High-Commissioner for Human Rights, the UN Human
Rights Council, UN Member States, and the broader international community should take
urgent and decisive action to halt these executions, ensure accountability, and uphold the
fundamental rights of the Islamic Republic of Iran’s political prisoners.

The cases of Behrouz Ehsani, aged 69, and Mehdi Hassani, aged 48, exemplify the Iranian
authorities’ relentless crackdown on dissent. Both individuals face imminent execution
following the Supreme Court’s decision to uphold their death sentences and deny their
request for judicial review. Their charges—vaguely defined as “membership in the People’s
Mojahedin Organisation of Iran (PMOI/MEK),” “propaganda” in support of the organisation,
and “preparing and sending videos to the organisation”—are classified under the Islamic
Republic of Iran’s legal framework as “enmity against God” (moharebeh) and “corruption
on earth” (efsad-e fel arz). These charges, often arbitrarily applied to political dissidents,
carry the death penalty and reflect a deliberate strategy to criminalise peaceful expression
and association.

The judicial process afforded to Ehsani and Hassani was a mockery of justice. Their trial on
10 August 2024 lasted a mere five minutes, conducted in a manner that flouted due process
guarantees enshrined in the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR), to
which the Islamic Republic of Iran is a State party. For nearly two years, both men were
denied access to legal counsel, subjected to torture—including severe beatings, prolonged
solitary confinement, and threats against their families—and prevented from speaking in their
defence. Allegations of torture, which constitute clear violations of the Convention against
Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment, were summarily
dismissed by the judiciary. We urgently call for an immediate halt to their executions.

The plight of Ehsani and Hassani is not isolated but part of a broader and intensifying
campaign targeting political prisoners across the Islamic Republic of Iran. Dozens of
individuals, including Abolhassan Montazer, Akbar Daneshvarkar, Babak Alipour,
Mohammad Taghavi Sangdehi, Pouya Ghobadi, Vahid Bani Amerian, Ehsan Faridi,
Mohammad Javad Vafa'i Thani, Pakhshan Azizi, Verisheh Moradi, and Sharifeh
Mohammadi, face imminent execution following similarly flawed trials. Several have been
forcibly transferred to Qezel Hesar Prison, a facility notorious for its role as an execution
site.

Since President Masoud Pezeshkian assumed office in August 2024, over 1,200 executions
have been recorded, disproportionately targeting women, juvenile offenders, ethnic and
religious minorities, and political dissidents. This alarming surge reflects a calculated effort
to forestall renewed popular protests and extinguish demands for democratic change,
particularly in the wake of nationwide protests in recent years.

The case of Maryam Akbari-Monfared, a political prisoner detained since 2009, further
underscores the Iranian authorities’ systematic targeting of dissidents and their families.
Akbari-Monfared, born in 1975 and a mother of three daughters, is being kept in prison for
demanding accountability for her siblings executed in 1988. She has not had a single day of
furlough (even during the COVID-19 outbreak) in the more than 15 years she has been kept
in prison.

Akbari-Monfared’s sister and brother, Rogiech and Abdolreza Akbari-Monfared, were
executed during the 1988 massacre. Two other brothers were executed in 1981 and 1984.
Officially, her 15-year sentenced expired in October 2024, but the authorities refused to
release her, instead sentencing her to an additional two-year sentence on bogus charges.
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Prison guards have told Akbari-Monfared that she will not be released until she agrees to do
an “interview” on state television renouncing her call for justice. Akbari-Monfared’s courage
in seeking justice for her relatives, despite ongoing harassment, exemplifies the resilience of
the Islamic Republic of Iran’s political prisoners in the face of systemic repression.

The Iranian authorities’ actions are rooted in a deeply entrenched culture of impunity, fuelled
in part by the international community’s failure to hold perpetrators accountable for past and
ongoing atrocities. The landmark report on Atrocity Crimes (1) , published in July 2024 by
the then-United Nations Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the Islamic
Republic of Iran, Professor Javaid Rehman, documented the mass killings of 1981-1982 and
the 1988 massacre as crimes against humanity and genocide. These atrocities, which involved
the enforced disappearance and extrajudicial execution of thousands of political prisoners,
remain unaddressed. Far from facing justice, perpetrators of these crimes have been rewarded
with promotions to senior positions within the government, judiciary, and security apparatus,
perpetuating a cycle of violence and repression. The absence of accountability for these
historical violations has emboldened the authorities to continue their crackdown on dissent
with impunity, as evidenced by the ongoing executions and torture of political prisoners.

The Iranian authorities’ actions flagrantly violate international human rights law, including
the rights to life, freedom from torture, and a fair trial, as guaranteed under the ICCPR. The
targeting of political prisoners also contravenes the Universal Declaration of Human Rights
and the United Nations Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment of Prisoners (the Nelson
Mandela Rules). The courage of prisoners like Ehsani, Hassani, and others, who have
participated in the “No to Execution Tuesdays” hunger strikes across more than 40 prisons
in the Islamic Republic of Iran since January 2024, reflects their unwavering defiance against
such brutality. These weekly protests, undertaken at great personal risk, underscore the
prisoners’ determination to demand justice and an end to the death penalty.

We stand in resolute solidarity with the Islamic Republic of Iran’s political prisoners and
their families, committing to echoing their voices until justice is achieved. We welcome the
European Parliament’s resolution of 3 April 2025(2), which condemned the death sentences
imposed on Ehsani and Hassani, and the letter(3) issued on 6 February 2025 by the current
United Nations Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the Islamic Republic
of Iran, Dr. Mai Sato, warning against violations of their rights. These actions signal growing
international concern but must be followed by concrete measures to prevent further
executions and address the broader pattern of abuses.

The culture of impunity in the Islamic Republic of Iran poses a direct threat to the UN
principles and the international human rights framework. To break this cycle, we urge the
UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, all relevant United Nations Special Procedures,
the Independent International Fact-Finding Mission on the Islamic Republic of Iran (FFMI),
and all UN Member States to take immediate public action compelling the Islamic Republic
of Iran to halt these executions and secure the release of political prisoners.

Furthermore, we call upon the international community to identify and impose targeted
sanctions on lIranian officials responsible for human rights violations, including those
involved in the judiciary and security forces. The abolition of the death penalty and the
unconditional release of all political prisoners must be made non-negotiable conditions for
any improvement in diplomatic or economic relations with the Islamic Republic of Iran.

We also call for the establishment of an international mechanism to investigate and prosecute
those responsible for crimes against humanity, including the 1988 massacre, to ensure that
justice is served and impunity is ended.

The voices of the Islamic Republic of Iran’s political prisoners, who risk their lives to demand
freedom and justice, must not be ignored. The international community has a moral and legal
obligation to act decisively to protect their lives and uphold their rights, and to send a clear
message that impunity for human rights violations will no longer be tolerated.
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Hands Off Cain, Federazione Italiana Diritti Umani (FIDU), Women's UN Report Network
(WUNRN), Nouveaux Droits de I’Homme (France), Pax Christi Australia, The Global Centre for
Social Justice and Advocacy Leadership, Justice for the Victims of the 1988 Massacre in Iran (JVMI),
Genocide Watch, Helsinki Committee for Human Rights in Serbia, Iran Human Rights Monitor
(HRM), Comité de Soutien aux Droits de ’Homme en Iran (CSDHI), Association des Femmes
Iraniennes en France (AFIF), Associazione delle Donne Democratiche Iraniane in Italia (ADDI),
Iranska kvinnosamfundet i Sverige, Associazione Italiana per i Diritti Umani in Iran,, NGO(s) without
consultative status, also share the views expressed in this statement.

(1) “Atrocity Crimes” and grave violations of human rights committed by the Islamic Republic of
Iran (1981-1982 and 1988): Detailed findings of Mr. Javaid Rehman, the Special Rapporteur on
situation of human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran, 17 July 2024:
https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/documents/countries/iran/20240717-SR-Iran-Findings.pdf
(2) European Parliament resolution of 3 April 2025 on the execution spree in Iran and confirmation of
the death sentences of activists Behrouz Ehsani and Mehdi Hassani:
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-10-2025-0062_EN.pdf

(3) Ref.: UA IRN 1/2025 - Joint Communication by Morris Tidball-Binz, Special Rapporteur on
extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions; Margaret Satterthwaite, Special Rapporteur on the
independence of judges and lawyers; and Mai Sato, Special Rapporteur on the situation of human
rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran, 6 February 2025:
https://spcommreports.ohchr.org/TMResultsBase/DownLoadPublicCommunicationFile?gld=29694
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